
1 
 

 
48th Annual Meeting 

 

Alabama-Mississippi 
Sociological Association 

 

 
 

Race in the Deep South 
 

February 23-24, 2017 
JSU Student Center 
Jackson, Mississippi 

www.a-msa.org 
 



2 
 



3 
 



4 
 

President’s Welcome 

 
Welcome to the 48th annual conference of the A-MSA conference at Jackson 

State University. The theme of the 2017 conference is ñRace in the Deep South.ò 

Although sociology is the focus, how scholars and practitioners in other 

disciplines are heavily represented in this yearôs program.  

 

Given the current situation of race in American society, I think a special focus on 

how race and ethnicity informs policy and other social phenomena is warranted. 

The plenary speaker is Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun who will talk about "The 

Political Economy of Race and Race Relations in the Deep South." The title of 

the keynote speech to be given by sociologist Dr. Earl Wright II, is ñA Well-

Dressed Lie and the Naked Truth.ò 

 

This conference has something for everyone. There are many exciting sessions and a number of workshops and 

panels. I expect heavy student attendance and participation. On that note, several undergraduate papers, two 

graduate papers, and a poster were submitted for this yearôs competition. Later on Friday, I scheduled a time 

for us to come together to discuss the implications of fulfilling our jobs in higher education in these turbulent 

times. I am sure that will be quite a lively session. 

 

In defining who we are and what we do, the organization is being proactive by providing information to the 

public about A-MSA. We are capitalizing on the potential of social networking sites. We are on Twitter and 

have a Facebook page at Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association and give us a like. We are even on 

LinkedIn under the same name. The A-MSA website was revamped and maintained by The Department of 

Sociology and NSPARC at Mississippi State University. In the future, the online journal will be reactivated 

and maintained by MSU Sociology too. This is a very exciting development.  

 

This year, I hope A-MSA members will  check out the food scene in Jackson. To that end, rather than providing 

a banquet, after the keynote speech, members can visit fine restaurants such as Babalu Tacos and Tapas, E & L 

Barbeque, Fenianôs Pub, Iron Horse Grill, and La Finestra. If you like good music and food, I encourage you to 

stay a day or two more in the Jackson area. The city is well known for blues and barbeque. Additionally, 

Jackson is not far from other interesting places to visit such as Tupelo or Natchez.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
  
 
 

Thomas M. Kersen, Ph.D. 
President, Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association 
Associate Professor of Sociology 
Department of Criminal Justice and Sociology 
Jackson State University 
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Provost’s Welcome 

 
 I am excited that Jackson State University is hosting for the second 

year in a row, the Alabama Mississippi Sociological Association (A-

MSA) meeting this year. The theme, "Race in the Deep South" offers 

the chance for sociologists and other social scientists from Alabama, 

Mississippi, and other states to explore current issues dealing with 

race in Alabama, Mississippi and other states in the Deep South. I am 

sure that participants will find much of interest from the various 

speakers and presenters. The keynote speaker for the 2017 conference 

is Dr. Earl Wright. One of Earlôs recent books is The First American 

School of Sociology: W.E.B. Du Bois and the Atlanta Sociological 

Laboratory. He is a renowned Du Bois scholar and we are quite 

fortunate to have him speak at our 2017 conference. 

 

I want to also my congratulations about a successful 2016 conference. With a large selection of 

sessions, participants were able to listen to all sorts of presentations, engage in workshops, and 

network with colleagues. I learned that representatives from other institutions across the two-

state region had wonderful things to say about Jackson State University. Moreover, former 

Governor Ronnie Musgroveôs keynote address was both inspirational and insightful. 

 

The conference this year will build on last yearôs success by providing a wonderful opportunity 

for undergraduate students, graduate students, and faculty in the social sciences to present their 

current research. I know that there will be a wide range of timely topics encompassing multi-

disciplinary approach. 

 

I offer my best wishes for all the presenters and participants involved with the 2017 AMSA 

conference. Welcome to Jackson State University! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Evelyn Leggette,  

Provost and Senior Vice-president for Academic Affairs 

Jackson State University 
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Dean’s Welcome 
 

  
 

 

Dear Participants in the Alabama/Mississippi Sociological Association: 

 

Greetings to the participants of the 48th annual meeting of the Alabama Mississippi Sociological 

Association (A-MSA). As Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, I am excited about the A-MSA 

2017 theme ñRace in the Deep South.ò I am sure a number of individuals and organizations will 

provide very interesting insights at the conference. I am honored that this is the second year that 

the A-MSA chose to have its conference at Jackson State, as it did last year. 
 

Your participation made the 2016 A-MSA conference a success. You brought and engaged 

excellent speakers and participants. There were lots of sessions, workshops, and panel 

discussions. I learned that the A-MSA attendance was up slightly from previous years, which I 

attribute to the dedicated work of Dr. Thomas Kersen, your President. Furthermore, plenary 

speaker Thomas Durant gave the attendees much to consider in your effort to improve the 

sociology programs in the region. Former Mississippi Governor Ronnie Musgroveôs keynote 

address focused on his work dealing with educational disparities within Mississippiðespecially 

among minority children. His participation was one of the major highlights of your conference. 

 
This year, our very own Associate Dean of Liberal Arts, Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun, will 

deliver the plenary speech, which she has titled "The Political Economy of Race and Race 

Relations in the Deep South." Dr. House-Soremekun brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience about research in the Africana area. I am also looking forward to the keynote 

presentation by Dr. Earl Wright II, ñA Well-Dressed Lie and the Naked Truth.ò Both speakers 

will make your program a successful and interesting activity and help make the second year of 

the A-MSA at JSU a true academic success. I hope you will have the opportunity to visit our 

university and college while you are here. Please let us know how we can make your visit and 

stay a wonderful experience. 

 

Thank you again, and welcome to the College of Liberal Arts at Jackson State University. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mario J. Azevedo, Ph.D., M.P.H., M.A. 

Chair, Department of History 

Dean and Professor, College of Liberal Arts 
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SPECIAL THANKS 
 

The 48th annual A-MSA meeting would not have been possible without the support of the following 

entities and persons: 

ü Each participant who submitted an abstract and to those who agreed to present their research at this 

conference. 

ü Mrs. Verleser Williams, Jackson State University Facility Coordinator for her help in planning the 

conference space for the A-MSA conference. 

 

ü Ms. Kristy Johnson, of Sodexo Magic for her help with meeting A-MSA catering needs. We are especially 

grateful for the staff who prepared the meals and served us. 

ü A-MSA Treasurer Ms. Lynn Woo for her patience and dedication to the success of this yearôs conference. 

ü All those people who provided planning advice and information for of the 2016 A-MSA such as Dr. 

Anthony Troy Adams, 2014-2015 A-MSA President. Mr.Markus Brooks for reviewing the conference 

program. Dr. Thomas Calhoun, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, for his support.  

ü Thank you to Dr. Etta Morgan, chair of Criminal Justice & Sociology at JSU, for patience and scheduling 

to allow me to fulfil my duties as A-MSA president. Also to Ms. Earnestine McNeal and her staff in the 

Interdisciplinary Alcohol/Drug Studies Center at JSU. 

ü Mr. Clint Hester, Mr. Martin Duclos, and Mr. Jonathan Barlow from NSPARC at Mississippi State 

University for major revisions and updating of the A-MSA webpage. 

ü Dr. Leslie Hossfeld and the faculty and staff at Mississippi State University for hosting a reception prior to 

the banquet. 

ü The Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau for welcome bags, name tags, and assistance with 

registration. Thank you to Ms. Shirley Collins connecting us with the Bureau. Special thanks to Mr. Floyd 

Williams and Ms. Christine Blackmon. 

ü Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun for agreeing to be the plenary speaker for this conference. 

ü Dr. Earl Wright for agreeing to be the Keynote Speaker for this conference. 

ü Dr. Mario J. Azevedo, Dean and Professor of the College of Liberal Arts for the time and support he 

offered in planning the conference. 

 

ü Dr. Evelyn Leggette, Provost and Vice-President for Academic Affairs at Jackson State University, for her 

support and leadership in this conference. Further thanks to the Jackson State University community and 

President Carolyn Myers for helping make this conference possible. 
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2016-2017 A-MSA Executive Board 
 

President Thomas M. Kersen, PhD Jackson State University 

Past President Anthony Troy Adams, PhD, Alabama State University 

President-Elect Brenda I. Gill, PhD, Alabama State University 

Secretary (Interim)  LaCretia Williams, Alabama State University 

Treasurer Lynn Woo, University of Mississippi  

Archivist  Donald W Bogie, PhD, Auburn University, Montgomery  

Communications Director Willette Brye, University of Southern Alabama 

 

Members–at-Large  

Alabama  

Jeneve Brooks, PhD, Troy University 

Annice Yarber-Allen, PhD, Auburn University, Montgomery  

Mississippi  

Linda Stringfellow, Delta State University 

Jamie Boydstun, Mississippi State University 

Caitlin Brooking, University of Mississippi 
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2016-2017 Conference Committee 

Program Chair 
Thomas Kersen, PhD, Jackson State University 
 
Undergraduate Paper Competition Committee  
Jeneve Brooks, PhD, Troy University  
Lynn Woo, MA, University of Mississippi 
Brenda I. Gill, PhD, Alabama State University 
 
Graduate Paper Competition Committee 
Annice Yarber, PhD, Auburn University at Montgomery 
 
Poster Competition Committee 
Linda Stringfellow, MS, Delta State University 
Enna Scott, PhD, Veteran Affairs Medical Center 
 
Awards Committee 
Jeneve Brooks, PhD, Troy University 
Lynn Woo, MA, University of Mississippi 
Annice Yarber, PhD, Auburn University at Montgomery 
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Past Presidents of the A-MSA 

2016-2017 Thomas Kersen Jackson State Univ. 1983 Harriet D. Calhoun Jefferson State Jun. Co. 

2015 Anthony Troy Adams AL State Univ. 1982 Andrew E. Baird MS State Univ. 

2014 Alma Judith Calix Hinds Community College 1981 John E. Dunkelberger Auburn Univ. 

2013 Annice Yarber Auburn Univ. Montgomery 1980 Vaughn L. Grisham Univ. of MS 

2012 Lynne Cossman MS State Univ. 1978* Roy S. Brigance Samford Univ. 

2011 Geoff McIntyre Troy Univ. 1977 Joe Portera MS Univ. for Women 

2010 John J. Green Delta State Univ. 1976 H. S. Abdul-Hadi Univ. of North AL 

2009 David G. LoConto Jacksonville State Univ. 1975 Carlton R. Sollie MS State Univ. 

2008 Domenico “Mimmo” Parisi MS State Univ. 1974 John P. Reed Univ. of South AL 

2007 Kimberly P. Brackett Auburn Univ. Montgomery 1973 Donald R. South Univ. of Southern MS 

2006 Gary L. Long Univ. of MS 1972 J. Garrick Hardy AL State Univ. 

2005 Dennis L. Peck Univ. of AL 1971 N. Wilbur Carpenter MS College 

2004 Duane Gill MS State Univ. 1970 Harry E. Dickerson Samford Univ. 

2003 John E. Dunkelberger Auburn Univ. 1969 Harold F. Kaufman MS State Univ. 

2002 Albert B. Nylander III Delta State Univ.    

2001 Larry Hall Spring Hill College    

2000 Lee Darlin MS College    

1999 Donald W. Bogie Auburn Univ. Montgomery    

1998 Vaughn L. Grisham Univ. of MS    

1997 Jerri Bullard Univ. of North AL    

1996 Mary A. Kuhn Hinds Community College    

1995 J. Selwyn Hollingsworth Univ. of AL    

1994 Frank M. Howell MS State Univ.    

1993 Carol Chenault Calhoun Community College    

1992 Allen Scarboro Millsaps College    

1991 Danny E. Harrison Auburn Univ. Montgomery    

1990 John Saunders MS State Univ.    

1989 Yedehalli Mohan Stillman College    

1988 Columbus B. Hopper Univ. of MS    

1987 Billy T. Lindsey Univ. of North AL    

1986 Walter Davis Tougaloo College    

1985 Rodney Friery Jacksonville State Univ.    

1984 Mary E. Benjamin Jackson State Univ.    

*In 1978 no fall meeting was held since the meeting was moved to January, 1979. 
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Did you know? 

A-MSA was established in 1969 when 12 sociologists from 11 institutions of higher learning from 

Mississippi and Alabama met at the University of Alabama to form a new bi-state organization.  The first 

conference of this organization was held in the fall of 1969 at Mississippi State University; 100 

sociologists attended, representing 22 schools from both states.  The following year, A-MSAôs second 

conference was held at Alabama State University where 30 schools were represented. Following this 

tradition, A-MSAôs annual meetings continue to alternate between Mississippi and Alabama.   

The primary objectives of A-MSA are to (1) promote collaborations among sociologists of both states and 

(2) to enhance sociological teaching, research and applications.  As any organization evolves this society 

of professionals and students has also added an additional goal of stimulating the development of 

knowledge in a cooperative atmosphere where sociology along interdisciplinary fields is useful in the 

analysis and development of resolutions to social problems/phenomena.  

Jackson State University is delighted to be the host institution for the 2016 Alabama-Mississippi 

Sociological Conference. We look forward to seeing all of you on our beautiful campus. Let the 

presentations begin! 
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Plenary Speaker 

Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun 

 

 
Professor Bessie House-Soremekun is an internationally recognized scholar, administrator, 

award-winning author, and advocate on entrepreneurship and economic development. She is 

Associate Dean and Professor of Political Science in the College of Liberal Arts at Jackson State 

University. She received her Ph.D. degree in International Studies at what is now the Josef Korbel 

School of International Studies at the University of Denver in Colorado. She has published 6 

books, which include Class Development and Gender Inequality in Kenya, 1963-1990 (Edwen 

Mellen Press) and African Market Women and Economic Power: The Role of Women in African 

Economic Development (Greenwood Press). She has also published about 30 journal articles 

and book chapters. She serves on the Editorial Boards of the Journal of History and Carolina 

Academic Press. She is also the Co-Editor of the newly created Journal of Africana 

Entrepreneurship and Economic Development. She has received close to 50 honors, accolades, 

and awards. Additionally, she has also written and received 24 grant awards, totaling about 

$1.5 million for her research, programmatic activities, and conferences she has developed 

through the years from federal, state, local organizations, and foundations.   
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48th Annual Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Earl Wright II  

 

 

The 48th annual conference of Alabama Mississippi Sociological Association will present 

Dr. Earl Wright II at 6:00. The title of his presentation is “A Well-Dressed Lie and the 

Naked Truth.”  

Earl Wright II is Professor of Africana Studies at the University of Cincinnati. In 2000 Earl 

earned a doctorate in Sociology at the University of Nebraska, where he founded a chapter of the 

Black Graduate Student Association. Later that year he joined the Department of Sociology at 

the University of Central Florida. Over his career Dr. Wright has served as faculty at the 

University of Central Florida, Fisk University, Texas Southern University (as chairperson of the 

Department of Sociology) and, now, at the University of Cincinnati. 

 

Dr. Wright is the nationôs leading authority on W. E. B. Du Bois and the Atlanta Sociological 

Laboratory ï the moniker bestowed on scholars engaged in sociological inquiry at Atlanta 

University (now called Clark Atlanta University) between 1895 and 1917. His groundbreaking 

research has altered our understanding of the disciplineôs formative years in this nation. 

Specifically, his research brought to our attention that the first American school of sociology was 

established at Atlanta University (1895-1917), not the University of Chicago (1915-1930).  

 

In addition to his expertise on W. E. B. Du Bois and the many under-recognized early African 

American, male and female, sociologists, Dr. Wright is a leading authority on the infusion of hip 

hop into the academic curriculum. The author of numerous publications on the topic, he 

emphasizes the need/utility for expanding the teaching methods in academia such that a more 

expansive, and pop culture influenced, generation of students can better learn and apply the 

tenets of hip hop to their daily life. 
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Sessions at a Glance 

Race in the Deep South 

2017 Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association Conference 
JSU Student Center 

Thursday, February 23rd  

 

Time
 

Event
 

Location
 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm
 

Conference Registration  

(all day)                                             
 

Lobby, 3rd floor
 

9:30 am ï 11:00 am
 

Executive Board Meeting
 

Room 3241 (3rd Floor)
 

11:00 am ï 12:10 pm
 

Lunch on your own
  

12:15 pm ï 12:50 pm 

Theater            
 

WELCOME: A-MSA President, Dr. Tom Kersen, Associate Professor of 

Sociology; Dr. Mario Azevedo, Dean for the College of Liberal Arts and Social 

Sciences; Dr. Evelyn Leggette, JSU Provost & Vice-president for Academic Affairs.   

1:00 pm ï 2:00 pm 

Theater RM 2200
 

PLENARY  SPEAKER: Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun 

 

TIME  Ballroom A-B ROOM 3241 Theater RM 2200 

2:15 pm - 

3:15pm 
Panel 1: Violence 

Against Women 

Gill, Aladuwaka, & 

Alagan 

Workshop 1: Intersectionality 

in the Classroom  

Johnson 

Session 1: UG Papers I 

Coleman; Campfield 

 

3:30 pm - 4:30 

pm 
Panel 2: Critical 

Race Scholarship 

Thomas et. al. 

 

Session 3: UG PapersII  

Harmon; Decker; Ratcliff 

Panel 3: Sociology in the Deep 

South 

Hossfeld, et. al. 

4:45 pm - 5:45 

pm 

Reception hosted by Mississippi State University on the 3rd floor foyer. Speed Research Dating-

Jeneve Brooks. 

4:45 pm - 5:45 

pm 

Poster Presentations: Johnson 

 

6:00 pm Banquet---Ballroom A 

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Earl Wright 
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Session at a Glance 

Race in the Deep South 

2017 Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association Conference 

JSU Student Center 
Friday, February 24th 

 

Time Event Location 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm Conference Registration  

(all day) 

3rd floor Student Center 

TIME  3210 3241 Senate Chamber 

8:30 am - 9:30 

am 

Session 4: Pot Pouri 

Allison & Rawlston; 

Alagan & White  

 

Session 5: Sociology of 

Health 

Tatch; Shaw;Rutland 

Session 6: Race & Ethnic 

Relations 

Mitchell; Hagerman; Avery 

9:45 am  -10:45 

am 

Session 7: Deep South 

History 

Luckett; Buckingham 

Session 8: Teaching 

Sociology 

Lehman; Kerr et. al. 

Session 9: Global Issues 

Dung; Paudel 

11:00 am -12:00 

pm 

Session 10: Visual 

Sociology 

Brooks & Everhardt; 

Lawson & Melanson 

Session 11: Race & Justice 

Robertson;Bell; 

Morgan;Lambright 

Panel 4: Methodological 

Developments in Sociology 

Green et. al. 

12:15-1:15 Session 12: Federal Law 

Enforcement Meet & 

Recruitment 

 Session 13: Sociology in 

Turbulent Times (A Rap Session) 

Moderator: Kersen 
 

1:15 pm 

                                     LUNCH  

                                     Awards Ceremony & Business Meeting Senate Chamber 

                                     Closing /Farewell 
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Race in the Deep South 

Thursday, February 23rd  

Jackson State University Student Center, 3rd Floor 

 

Registration (all day)  8:00 am – 5:00 pm                                                                                      

Lobby, 3rd floor                 

 

Executive Board Meeting 9:30 am – 11:00 am 

Room 3241 (3rd Floor) 

 

Lunch on your own 11:00 am - 12:10 pm 

 

A-MSA Welcome    12:15 pm-12:50 pm 

Theater Room 2200       

Dr. Thomas Michael Kersen, PhD, President, Alabama ï Mississippi Sociological Association, 

Associate Professor of Sociology 

Dr. Mario Azevedo PhD, Dean, College of Liberal Arts and School of Social Sciences 
 

Dr. Evelyn Leggette, PhD, JSU Provost and Senior Vice-president for Academic Affairs 

Plenary Session: Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun 1:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Theater Room 2200       

"The Political Economy of Race and Race Relations in the Deep South." 

Panel 1: Violence against Women Program on College Campuses 2:15 pm-3:15 pm 

Ballroom A-B 

Moderator: Dr. Brenda Gill , Alabama State University 
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“Students' Perception of Training and Response to Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking by 

University's Officials at a Southern University” 

 

Dr. Brenda Gill, Alabama State University  

"Effectiveness of Violence against Women Programs in College Campuses: Students’ 

Knowledge and Utilization" 

Dr. Seela Aladuwaka, Alabama State University 

ñBackground and Importance of the Campus Sexual Violence Act for campuses” 

Dr. Ram Alagan, Alabama State University  

Workshop 1: Intersectionality 2:15 pm-3:15 pm 

Room 3241 

“Teaching the Masses: Approaches to Incorporating Intersectionality in the Classroom” 

Workshop Leaders:  Dr. Kecia R. Johnson and Kenya Y. McKinley, Mississippi State University 

 

Session 1: Undergraduate Paper Competition I      2:15 pm-3:15 pm 

Room 2200 Theater 

Moderator:  A-MSA Officer 

Presentations: 

“Mass Incarceration: Blacks vs. Whites” 

Daniel Coleman, Millsaps College 

“What’s Behind the Curtain? The Long-Term Effects of Theatre Participation”  

Shyan Mistyn LaRae Campfield, Spring Hill College 

 

Panel 2: Critical Race Scholarship  3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Ballroom B 

Moderator : James Thomas, University of Mississippi 

“Importance of Critical Race Scholarship, and the Challenges in Doing It” 

Dr. James Thomas, University of Mississippi, et. al. 
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Session 3: Undergraduate Paper Competition II 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

Room 3241 

Moderator : A-MSA Officer 

Presentations:  

 “Our Lady of Fatima the Portuguese Intercessory Saint Based in Myth, Ritual, and 

Experience” 

Madelyn Nicole Decker, Auburn University-Montgomery 

 “The Unveiling.” 

Keionna Harmon, University of Southern Mississippi 

 “What Kind of People Have Permissive Attitudes About Police Force?” 

Thomas Ratcliff, Millsaps College 

 

Panel 3: Sociology in the Deep South      3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

Room 2200 Theater 

Moderator: Dr. Leslie Hossfeld, Mississippi State University 

Presentations: 

“Mississippi Caucus: Sociology in the Deep South” 

Dr. Leslie Hossfeld, Mississippi State University; Dr. Kirsten Dellinger, University of 

Mississippi; Dr. John Green, University of Mississippi; Dr. David May, Mississippi State 

University; Dr. Albert Nylander, University of Mississippi; Dr. Stacy Haynes, Mississippi State 

University; Dr. Jeffrey Jackson, University of Mississippi. 
 

 

Poster Presentations 4:45 pm-5:45 pm 

3rd floor foyer   
 

“2017: From Slavery to the Black Lives Matter Movement in the Deep South” 

 

Santee Johnson, Mississippi University for Women 

 
Reception Hosted by Mississippi State University 4:45 to 5:45 pm 

3rd Floor Foyer 
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Speed Research Dating led by Dr. Jeneve Brooks 

 

Keynote Speaker 6:00 pm 

Ballroom B         

 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker, Dr. Earl Wright      

“A Well-Dressed Lie and the Naked Truth.” 

 

Race in the Deep South 

 
Friday, February 24th 

 

Jackson State University Student Center, 3rd Floor 

 

Registration 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Lobby, 3rd floor 

Session 4: Pot Pouri    8:30 am – 9:30 am 

Room 3210 

Moderator:  Dr. Rachel Allison, Mississippi State University 

Presentations:  

“Meeting and Matching: How College Campuses Shape Students’ Hookups, Dates, and 

Relationships” 

Dr. Rachel Allison & Dr. Margaret Rawlston, Mississippi State University 

“Evaluating Alabama’s Black Belt Environmental Justice through Multimedia Geographic 

Information Systems” 

Dr. Ram Alagan & Dr. Robert White, Alabama State University 
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Session 5: Sociology of Health     8:30 pm – 9:30 am 

Room 3241 

Moderator:  Andrew Tatch, Mississippi State University 

Presentations: 

“Using Churches to Cut Cardiovascular Disease: An Exploratory Study in the Mississippi 

Delta”  

Andrew Tatch , Melanie Walsh, and Angela Robertson, Mississippi State University  

“Food Insecurity and Diabetes among Food Pantry Participants in Mississippi” 

 Lindsey Shaw, Mississippi State University 

“Race Effects of Perceived Weight Status and Its Relationship with Unmet Health Care 

Need” 

Sarah B Rutland, University of Alabama-Birmingham 

Session 6: Race & Ethnic Relations    8:30 am – 9:30 am 

Room Senate Chamber 

Moderator:  Dr. Bonnie Mitchell, Truman State University 

Presentations: 

“Hidden Codes of Racial Etiquette” 

Dr. Bonnie Mitchell, Truman State University 

““Is Rihanna black or is that just bronzer?” How White K ids Construct Racial Meaning 

with Peers” 

Dr. Margaret Hagerman, Mississippi State University 

“Hip Hop and the Self-Perceptions of Black Women: How Places and Identity Strategies 

Matter” 

BrieAnn Avery, University of Mississippi 

Session 7: Deep South History 9:45 am – 10:45 am 

Room 3210 

Moderator : Dr. Robert Luckett, Jackson State University 
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Presentations: 

“Historical Memory and the Meredith Monument at Ole Miss” 

 

Dr. Robert Luckett, Jackson State University 

 

“Birthing a Nation: A Historical Comparative Analysis of Lynching and Police Brutality” 

Danielle Buckingham, University of Mississippi 

 

Session 8: Teaching Sociology 9:45 am – 10:45 am 

Room 3241 

Moderator:  Dr. Brett Lehman, Auburn University-Montgomery 

“Teaching Stratification in the Deep South: A Plan to Facilitate Community Engagement” 

 

Dr. Brett Lehman, Auburn University-Montgomery 

 

“Student Achievement in Writing Intensive Courses” 

 

Laura Jean Kerr, Dr. Shelley Keith, and Kristen Stives, Mississippi State University 

 

Session 9: Global Issues 9:45 am – 10:45 am 

Senate Chamber 

Moderator:  Dr. Elisha Dung, Alabama State University 

Presentations: 

“The Geographical Basis of Multilateral and Bilateral cooperation between Africa and 

Latin America” 

Dr. Elisha Dung, Alabama State University 

“America through the Eyes of International Students”  
 

Prakriti Paudel & Dr. Neil White, University of Louisiana at Monroe 

 

 

Session 10: Visual Sociology      11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Room 3210 

Moderator:  Dr. Jeneve Brooks, Troy University-Dothan 
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Presentations: 

 “I’m One in a Million: A Visual Study Reflecting upon Women’s March” 

Dr. Jeneve Brooks, Troy University-Dothan & Dr. Sharon Everhardt, Troy University-

Montgomery 

“Applied Learning through Visual Sociology: Student Reflections on a Documentary 

Photography Project”  
 

 Christopher Lawson & Kimberly Melanson, Troy University-Dothan 

 

 

Session 11: Race and Justice   11:00 am – 12:00 pm                                     

Room 3241 

Moderator:  Dr. Etta Morgan, Jackson State University 

Presentations: 

“Examining Justice System and Educational Outcome Differences between System-

Involved and Non-System-Involved Youths in Mississippi: Results of a Matched Group 

Analysis” 

Dr. Angela Robertson, Dr. David C. May, and Makeela Wells, Mississippi State University 

Race-Based Policing and the South 

Jimmy Bell, Jackson State University 

 
The Impact of Race on Capital Punishment 

 

Dr. Etta F. Morgan, Jackson State University 

 

Felony Disenfranchisement 

Nsombi Lambright, One Voice and Jackson NAACP 

 
 

Panel 4: Methodological Developments in Sociology 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Senate Chamber 

Session Organizer: Dr. John J. Green, University of Mississippi 

 

“Methodological Developments in Sociology: Reflections from Researchers in Mississippi” 
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Panelists: David May, Mississippi State University; Ian Whalen, University of Mississippi; 

Danielle Buckingham, University of Mississippi; Ryan Snow, University of Mississippi; Katrina 

Alford, University of Mississippi; and John Green, University of Mississippi. 

Session 12: Federal Law Enforcement Meet & Recruitment 12:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Room 3210 

 

Session 13: Sociology in Turbulent Times (A Rap Session) 12:15 pm-1:15 pm 

Senate Chamber      

Discussion Leader: Dr. Thomas Kersen, Jackson State University 

 

Awards Ceremony, Business Meeting, Farewell 1:15 pm 

Senate Chamber 
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2017 COMPETITORS *  

Undergraduates 

“What’s Behind the Curtain? The Long-Term Effects of Theatre Participation” 

Shyan Mistyn LaRae Campfield, Spring Hill College 

“Mass Incarceration: Blacks vs. Whites” 

Daniel Coleman, Millsaps College 

“Our Lady of Fatima the Portuguese Intercessory Saint Based in Myth, Ritual, and 

Experience” 

Madelyn Nicole Decker, Auburn University-Montgomery 

“The Unveiling.” 

Keionna Harmon, University of Southern Mississippi 

“What Kind of People Have Permissive Attitudes About Police Force?” 

Thomas Ratcliff, Millsaps College 

Graduate 

“Hip Hop and the Self-Perceptions of Black Women: How Places and Identity Strategies 

Matter” 

BrieAnn Avery, University of Mississippi 

“Race Effects of Perceived Weight Status and Its Relationship with Unmet Health Care 

Need” 

Sarah B Rutland, University of Alabama-Birmingham 

 

Poster Presentations 

“2017: From Slavery to the Black Lives Matter Movement in the Deep South” 

 

Santee Johnson, Mississippi University for Women 
 

*Only full papers submitted by the final deadline were considered for competition 
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PAST A-MSA SERVICE AND ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

RECEPIENTS 

2014 Steve Grice Outstanding Achievement 1997 John Saunders 
Distinguished 
Service 

2013 John Green Distinguished Service 1996 Columbus Hopper 
Distinguished 
Service 

2013 Dennis L. Peck Outstanding Achievement 1994 John Dunkelberger 
Distinguished 
Service 

2011 Albert B Nylander III Distinguished Service 1994 Arthur Cosby 
Outstanding 
Achievement 

2007 Larry Hall Distinguished Service 1992 Selwyn Hollingsworth 
Distinguished 
Service 

2007 Vaughn L. Grisham Outstanding Achievement 1991 Donald South 
Outstanding 
Achievement 

2006 Ming Tsui Distinguished Service 1998 Abdul-Hadi 
Distinguished 
Service 

2005 Donald Bogie Distinguished Service 1987 Harry Dickinson Tribute 

2002 Mary Kuhn Distinguished Service 1986 Wilbur Carpenter Tribute 

2000 Danny Harrison Distinguished Service 1985 Harold Kaufman Tribute 

2000 Billy Lindsey Distinguished Service 1984 Ernst Borinski 
Memorial 
Tribute 

1998 Roy Brigance Distinguished Service  
   



26 
 

Source of Front Cover Picture: Wolcott, Marion Post, photographer. Jitterbugging in Negro 

juke joint, Saturday evening, outside Clarksdale, Mississippi Delta. Nov, 1939. Image. Retrieved 

from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/fsa2000033027/PP/. (Accessed January 

11, 2017.) 

Join us next year at Alabama State University! 

Submit your abstract to: www.a-msa.org 

 

                                 

http://www.a-msa.org/

